Words, Words, Words-What do they all mean?
Strategies in teaching vocabulary
Information:
Vocabulary: The ability to understand (receptive) and use (expressive) words to acquire and convey meaning. (DIBELS Web-site) 

Expressive Vocabulary: Requires a speaker or writer to produce a specific label for a particular meaning.

Receptive Vocabulary: Requires a reader to associate a specific meaning with a given label as in reading or listening. 

Why is Vocabulary important? 
Research says: 

· The importance of vocabulary knowledge to school success, in general, and reading comprehension, in particular, is widely documented. (Becker, 1977; Anderson & Nagy, 1991; see References) 

· The National Research Council (1998; see References) recently concluded that vocabulary development is a fundamental goal for students in the early grades.

"Research has shown that children who read even ten minutes a day outside of school experience substantially higher rates of vocabulary growth between second and fifth grade than children who do little or no reading." (Anderson & Nagy, 1992, see References)

Keys to Learning Vocabulary Words:

· Create opportunities for your student to understand the word from different perspectives.

· Try to make connections between the new words and the words he already knows. 

· Once a word is introduced, encourage your student to use the word as much as possible. 

· Use the word in sentences and then use it in every day life. 

· Use the word as much as possible when talking with your student.

· Choose words that your student may not get on his own and that teach a new concept to your student. 

· Choose words that are relevant and useful. 

· Choose words that are central to the main theme in a book, movie, or subject. 

· Choose words that are related to the same theme. For example: fear, frightened, scared, etc.

· Provide lots of rich, meaningful experiences for your student that will increase his knowledge base. This way, new words will find a relevant “hook”. 
· Each and every experience is an opportunity to learn more vocabulary. 

· Use repetition until they understand and feel comfortable using the word. 

· Some words may take a lot of explanation, others will be understood quickly. 
(pg. 236 and 237 Overcoming Dyslexia)

Activities:

1.  Learn a word a day!

a) Start a list of new words-See new word chart

b) Choose a word that is relevant to your student.

· Have your student read the word and tell you everything he can about the word. 

· Have your student look up the word in the dictionary and read the definition.

· Have your student tell you in his own words what that word means. 

· Have your student tell you what that word does not mean. 

· Have your student tell you words that are similar to that word. 

· Have your student use that word in a sentence. 

· Have your student think of experience in which that word can or has been used. 

· Write you new word on an index card and post on the refrigerator.

c) Try to create a meaningful experience related to your student’s new word. 

d) Review your words on the list weekly. 

2.  Learn 3-5 new words a chapter.
a) Pick out 3-5 key words before reading a chapter or use the words already provided in the curriculum.
b) Give your student a sentence using that word and 

    See if he can tell you what it means based on the 

    context of the word. 
c) Look up the definition and have your student    

    explain it in his own words.

d) Write down the word and definition.

e) Relate the word to your student’s own experiences.

f) Have your student try to put the word in the sentence.
g) Ask the student to look for that word in his reading. 
h) Have your student pick 2 words that are difficult for him and focus on those words. 
3.  Pick groups of words centered on the same theme. 
a) Use areas of interest to your student. For example: Karate, fish, dogs, ships, horses, art, music, etc. 
b) Use words that are similar in meaning, but slightly different. For example: happy, elated, joyful, excited, etc.
c) Use the above strategies and keys when teaching new words.
